
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT GREENSBORO 
GENERAL EDUCATION COUNCIL 

Meeting Minutes 
Friday, September 29, 2017 

2:00 – 3:30 PM • 1607 Moore Humanities and Research Administration Building 

Members Present:  Brumfield, Carlone, Cassidy, Eronvenko, Harris Houk, Henline, 
Morrisette, Muich for Ali, Pettazzoni, Ramsey, Schunk, Stephens, Terranova, 
and Zell 

Guests: Pam Ladrow, Psychology 

AGENDA ITEMS: 
I. Approval of Minutes from September 15, 2017 Meeting

Motion to Approve (Terranova, Ramsey).  Approved

II. New Course Proposals
HIS 101 Contemporary World – GHP category and GN marker.  Approve  Pending
revisions (Harris Houk, Cassidy):

• Item 12 – rationale did not address GN SLOs, also need to strengthen rationale
• Item 13 – Explanation needed indicating how course fulfills SLO 3
• Form should include the current SLOs

HIS 213 Topics in American History – GHP category.  Approve Pending revisions 
(Harris Houk, Ramsey): 

• Item 12 – Rationale does not address SLO 2
• Item 13 – Assignments should specifically link to the SLOs (SLO 2 no mention of

interpretation either written or oral).  If Discussion Board does not link to the
GHP SLOs, remove from item 13.

• Suggest using the new form, rather than attach syllabus, this would help tie
assignments to SLOs.  Cannot use a syllabus in lieu of a rationale and form
completion.

HIS 323 American Indians and Nature – GHP category and GN marker.  Return to 
department (Harris Houk, Morrissette): 

• Need a completed Gen Ed Form. Must complete items 10, 11 & 13 rather than
“refer to syllabus”.  Syllabus is not necessary if Form is complete.

• Item 13 – Need a more specific explanation of how activities & assignments
demonstrate all SLOs.  Assignments listed do not demonstrate links to SLOs.
Need specific evidence how these SLOs are assessed, more in depth breakdown
of the assignments.



REL 201 The Bible in Western Culture – GL marker.  Approved (Harris Houk, 
Morrisstte) 

PSY 390 Health, Psychology, and Culture – GSB category and GL marker. Approved 
(Terranova, Ramsey) 

III. Assessment
Update: GNS debriefing of spring 2017 results.
Some GNS faculty debriefed their assessment results from last spring.  Terry Brumfield 
advised the departmental assessment results reports show the need for students to have 
repeated exposure to assignments for the GNS SLOs.  There was also discussion on the 
3rd GNS SLO, quantitative SLO. This process was new to GNS, they previously used 
standardized tests.  The process itself worked well. With some of the SLOs, the students 
still struggled (even with repeated exposure).  Geography used numerous assignments, 
which varied depending on the SLO resulting in a large number of student work products. 
Jodi stated that looking at the big picture, there is a difference in interpretation among 
instructors.  Instructors assessed different things, and found that when looking at just 
quantitative literacy, students were able to do this, but struggled to synthesize the data and 
do something with it. This goes back to how we define the learning outcomes for the 
General Education Program, how we define each of the categories and what we expect 
students to walk away with.  In terms of the Self-Study, it should call us to put more 
definition on what exactly the category is supposed to be about, what exactly the learning 
outcomes are going to be about.  Either we offer a definition or we offer a set of very 
specific things that should be covered or learned within each category.  We need to think 
about leaving less to the individual instructors to interpret and have a more unified 
university-wide idea of what the category should look like.  Explanations are helpful to 
have ahead of time.  Matina Kalcounis-Rueppell presented a specific example of basic 
scientific literacy, when put in writing, students were able to understand, but when in a 
visual format, students struggled.  Two adjectives were used – trepidatious and phobic 
when talking about our students in math.  It’s not that our students are unable to do the 
math, but afraid of it.  Suggestion made that Council begin writing a rubric.
Discussion concerning the appropriate level of achievement, comfortable with 80%
proficiency. This does mean that 20% would be not proficient.  The definition of 
proficient varies across departments.
Aaron thanked Terry and Jodi for the great presentation.

IV. Recertification
Review and discussion of recommended revisions to GSB category
Updates: SI, WI, GN & GSB
David advised the GSB explanation will be posted in Box.
Speaking Intensive is recertifying Human Development and Gamily Studies now, next 
semester they will work with Bryan School and Theatre.  Writing Intensive, we are in the 
process of determining which faculty responded to the survey. 



GN, faculty are revising courses, applications are due October 6. 
 

 
 

V. General Education Self-Study Update 
The Self-Study Task Force will join us on October 13.  They are adding Honors and RCO 
representatives to the Task Force.  They are also working on setting up a variety of focus 
groups, faculty, staff/advisors, students, alumni.  The October 18 Faculty Senate Forum is 
dedicated to the Self-Study, a second forum is scheduled Friday, October 27 from 9-11 in 
the Faculty Center.  The timeline put forth is rather aggressive, and is now being 
rethought.  There may be a phased in approach, revising courses, etc.  Alice Haddy and 
Lisa O’Connor went to the AGLS conference and brought back some interesting 
information.  Chuck has been very considerate of the variety of things that impact general 
education.  Each of the Task Force members will have a conversation within their own 
department, it would make sense for the Council to do this as well.  There is a concern 
that faculty after the revisions are made, will come back and say “no one ever asked me”.  
The Task Force is being really conscientious of holding open forums, trying to get as 
much input as possible.  At some point there will be an online survey.  If faculty feel they  
have not contacted been for information, feel free to contact a Task Force member.  
 
 
 

VI. Announcements 
AAC&U: 2018 General Education and Assessment: Foundations for Democracy, 
February 15 to 17, Philadelphia 

 
  
 Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
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